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JNBS FOUNDATION, USAID 
DELIVER ON THEIR PROMISE

By Judith W ilson
Corporate Communications 
Assistant, JNBS

$7.5 MILLION HANDED 
OVER TO JAMAICANS 
AFFECTED BY HURRICANE 
IVAN

A p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,400  re s i
dents in the parishes of St. 
C athe rine , C la re n d on , 
Manchester, St. James and St. 
E lizabeth, re ce ived  g ra n ts

Jn.
to ta llin g  JA $7 .5  m illion  to 
a ss is t  them  w ith  re cove ry
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7 West Arcadia Avenue Kgn. 5 
Tel: (876) 908-2453 • (876) 754-8587

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & INDOOR SION NEEDS.
• BILLBOARDS • CUT VINYL & PRINTED BANNERS 

• VEHICLE GRAPHICS • BOOTH DISPLAYS 
• SIGNS • GRAPHIC DESIGNING 

• LARGE FORMAT PRINTING ETC.

Earl Jarratt, JNBS General Manager p sents grant to a resident of Bull Savannah whose house was damaged 
during Hurricane Ivan.

expenses in Ute aftermath of 
Hurricane Ivan.

The m on ie s, w h ich  w ere  
pinned to JN M oney  Transfer 
cards, were handed over at 
community forums at Seventh 
Day Adventist churches in the 
parishes. The areas where the 
forum s took place were O ld 
H a rbo u r Bay and M c C o o k s  
Pen in St. Catherine; A sia , 
M a n c h e ste r;  H a ye s  in 
Clarendon; Southfield and Bull 
Savannah in St. Elizabeth and 
Catherine Hall in St. James.

O ne  of the recipients. Harry 
D uh an e y  of M an n in g sf ie ld , 
Asia in Manchester, suffered 
great loss to his roof, furniture 
and  c lo th in g  after the 
Hurricane. “I am grateful for 
the assistance. Praise God...if I 
even  get one dollar, I g ive  
thanks,” said M r. Duhaney, 
w ho plans to use this money 
to buy whatsoever it can buy 
to help fix back the house.
“I’m back at home now, cause 
I g o t som e  plastic from m y 
church so  I can sleep  there 
now. I spent I I nights and IO 
d a y s  at a church  b ro th e r’s 
house , so  I app rec iate  the 
m oney  very much, so  I can 
help myself,” he added.

Giving background to the pro
gramme, Earl Jarrett, General 
M a n a g e r  of the jam aica 
N a tiona l B u ild in g  So c ie ty  
(JNBS), said the forums follow 
close ly on the heels of two 
M e m o ra n d u m s  of
Understanding (M O Us) which 
wer signed in October by the 
U n ited  S ta te s  A g e n c y  for 
In ternational D e ve lo p m e n t 
(USAID), the JNBS Foundation 
and the Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA).

He said under the M O U s, a 
sum of US$375,000 (J$22 mil
lion) has been allocated to 
provide  grants and loans to 
residents of who were severe
ly affected by Hurricane Ivan. 
The JN BS  Fou n d a t ion  and  
U SA ID  will provide the fund
ing, while A D R A  will provide 
technical support and adm in
ister the relief process.

G iving further background to 
the M O U s, Mr. Jarrett said the 
idea came about after repre
sentatives of the organizations 
visited a number of affected 
com m unities and recognized 
the s ig n if ic a n t  n e e d s  that 
exist. “Arising from those d is
cussions, the U SA ID  agreed to 
put some funding on the table 
to the tune  o f so m e

U SS  I 5 0 ,0 0 0  specifically for 
ind iv iduals w ho  were badly 
affected,” he explained.

“It is this grant that you are 
receiving and we have used a 
modern way through the JN 
M o n e y  T ransfer c a rd ,’ ho 
added.

Mr. Jarrett also mentioned that 
JNBS has com m itte d  
U S $ $ 2 2 5 ,0 0 0 ,  th ro ugh  its 
subsidiary JN Small Business 
Loan s L im ited, so  p e rso n s  
could access money to assist 
with their rebuilding process.

At each forum, residents were 
shown how to use the card to 
either access their cash or to 
make purchases using point of 
sale. Emile Spence. Marketing 
and Distribution Executive at 
JNBS, said  the card, as the 
name implies, could also be 
used to facilitate the receipt of 
a money transfer from abroad. 
“Say for example you want to 
buy som e  lum ber to repair 
your roof, you  just take the 
card to the hardware store, 
g ive  it to the person at the 
counter and they will swipe it 
on a m achine and g ive  you  
back the card, along with your 
lumber." he explained.
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