THE GLEANER THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2003

NBS joins battle

against Lucea rats

Claudia Gardner

Gleaner Writer

WESTERN BUREAU:
HE JAMAICA Nauonal
Building Society (JNBS)
has donated $10,000
towards the war the
Hanover Health Department has
declared on the rat population in
the town of Lucea, which has

seen the rodents taking charge of

the derelict buildings and drains
in the town.

In handing over the cheque to
Derrick Storer, the Chief Public
Health Inspector for Hanover,
Manager of the JNBS Lucea
branch, Ryan Morrison, who 1s
also President of the Hanover
Chamber of Commerce, said the
business community in Lucea
needs to play a pivotal role in nd-
ding the town of the rats, which
are widely considered a health
risk and a nuisance to residents.

“It is for us the business people
here in Lucea to put our best foot

forward as we are the ones invit-
ing people to come to Hanover to
do business,” Morrison said in an
interview with The Gleaner ear-
lier this week. “Without business,
the economy cannot grow.
Somebody has to start and
Jamaica National has taken the
lead and we think that it is the
right step to make.”

INTEGRAL PART OF COMMUNITY

Mr. Morrison stated that as
good corporate citizens, JNBS
sees itself as an integral part of
the Lucea community and as
such, he thinks that if there is a
problem in the community, the
organisation has a responsibility
to step in and offer whatever
assistance 1t can.

“We are good corporate citi-
zens here,” said Mr. Morrison.
“We do business here, our savers
live in the community and we are
part of the community. Once
there is a problem in the commu-
nity, it must be a problem for
Jamaica National t00.”

In explaining the extent of

Lucea’s rat infestation problem,
Mr. Morrison said the situation
had gotten so bad that, “it got a
front page lead story in The
Gleaner.” He added that if the
establishments in the town are
going to tell people to conduct
business there, then there is a
need for them to make the town
a more presentable place.

For several years, the town of
Lucea has had a serious rat
infestation problem. Within
recent times, things have gotten
progressively worse with the
opening of several food estab-
lishments and supermarkets.
The i1mproper disposal of
garbage is also being blamed for
the problem.

At present, the town’s dirty
drains, some supermarkets and
the now defunct Cliff Theatre are
being viewed as the main breed-
ing grounds for the rats.

During the first half of this year,
the Hanover Parish Council and

the Hanover Health Department
drew much criticism from the
Hanover Parish Development
Cemmittee (HPDC), which con-
demned both organisations for not
doing enough to contain the rat
problem.

At the time, the HPDC called
on Storer and the then Mayor of
Lucea, Councillor Lloyd Hill, to
jointly tackle the rat problem by
serving notices on the owners of
the derelict buildings and food
establishments, which were con-
tributing to the problem.
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