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THE JAMAICA National
Building Society (JNBS)
Foundation has announced a

$3 million sponsorship commit-
ment to the Jamaica Chapter of the
Violence Prevention Alliance
(VPA), with a special cheque
presentation held at the Courtleigh
Hotel on Tuesday, September 11.

Commenting on the initiative,
Ruth Jankee, general manager of
the JNBS Foundation, said: “The
JNBS Foundation is intent on
fulfilling its mandate of building
partnerships and changing lives.”

She added: “We see the work of
the Violence Prevention Alliance as
a critical tool which can change the
lives of all Jamaicans. This
partnership with the VPA is one
important avenue through which
the foundation can assist in finding
solutions to the issues which affect
us all as a people.”

The funds will be allocated over
the next three years and will assist
the VPA in implementing extensive
work plans, which are geared
towards increasing the success of
violence prevention programmes in
Jamaica. This includes projects in
the areas of research and develop-
ment, education and reporting,
technical assistance for associated
programmes, funding acquisition,
policy development, and advocacy.

Dr. Deanna Ashley, executive
director of the VPA, said: “We are
extremely happy that the JNBS
Foundation is supporting the work
of the alliance, in identifying best
practices for violence prevention
interventions in Jamaica.”

She added: “We have always found
JN to be a supportive organisation
that recognises the importance and
benefits of our work.”

RISK FACTORS
The VPA is a non-governmental

organisation, under the umbrella of
the Institute of Public Safety and
Justice at the University of the
West Indies. It was launched by the
Ministry of Health in 2004, and is
a member of the World Health
Organization’s Global Violence
Prevention Alliance, which takes a
public health approach to violence
prevention, by targeting the
sources and risk factors that
influence individuals who become
involved in violence.

The Jamaica Chapter is made up
of approximately 30 member
organisations, as well as persons
from the public and private
sectors. It operates under the
auspices of Governor General
Professor Kenneth Hall, and is
governed by a board of directors
and trustees.

The VPA has had significant

success in working with at-risk
communities by partnering with
several public and private sector
organisations to implement
projects which also aid in
community development.

These projects include social
intervention and capacity-building
modules, which are aimed at

improving the economic status of
residents in these communities.

According to Jankee, “the
inclusion of capacity-building
modules in these violence pre-
vention programmes results in
long-term solutions to many issues
which influence violence. These
components further establish

linkages between the work of the
foundation and that of the VPA”.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Jankee noted that “while the

foundation’s primary focus is
identifying and supporting projects
and programmes that contribute to
national development and positively
impact on communities served by

the building society and its
subsidiaries, the matter of violence
prevention is also relevant to the
work of the organisation”.

She disclosed that the foundation
previously supported the work of
the VPA by providing technical
assistance to the Jamaica Con-
stabulary Force and the Jamaica

Defence Force in the use of
geographic information systems for
community-based interventions.

The VPA established Jamaica’s
first Crime Observatory, and is
credited with the development of
several evaluation tools for school
and community-based violence
prevention interventions.

Million-dollar sponsorship for
Violence Prevention Alliance

THE CONSTITUTION should be
amended to allow a fixed election date,
factoring in matters such as the
hurricane season, closeness to
established national holidays and
school holidays, according to
Attorney-At-Law Keith Smith.

Addressing members of the
executive of the association and past
members of the Jamaica Constabulary
Force Chapter Three in Mandeville,
recently, Smith said the country could
not take decisions which appear to
ignore such matters and, for example,
sets an election date in the height of the
hurricane season.

“My view is that we should visit
Part Three of the Jamaican
Constitution, sections 64 and 65, and
amend same so that the date should be
fixed to factor in matters such as the
hurricane season,” Smith said.

He added: “This is critical because
one cannot run the risk of the electoral
process, inclusive of campaigning,
mobilisation of our people for voting, the
actual exercise of the franchise to be
thwarted by the reality of a hurricane, the
destruction and weakening and
dislocation of our national infrastructure,
preoccupation with building and the
relief of suffering, personal and
national.”

Smith said it was imperative that
Jamaicans be made aware that they
live in a disaster prone area.

He referred to the recent passage of
Hurricane Dean, which served to
remind Jamaicans to examine the
reality of who or what they are.

“Meteorologists are predicting an
active hurricane season for the next ten
years,” Smith said.

“We must accept the reality that
hurricanes will become a part of our

lives,” he said. “The Caribbean region
has been hit by over 100 major storms,
with the first recorded one being
experienced by Christopher Columbus.”

MINIMISE SQUATTING
At the same time, Smith told the

gathering that a National Land
Settlement Programme must be
pursued to minimise squatting and
inappropriate site occupation by,
especially, the poor.

“Appropriate land ownership, or
long lease, initially must be a right –
the matter of building must be
embraced by the National Housing
Trust and the National Housing
Development Corporation – like
education, health and shelter must be a
right,” he said.

Smith also suggested that, in
educating Jamaicans about the
importance of its disaster zone,  the
Ministry of Land and Environment
should be restructured and renamed,
The Ministry of Disaster Preparedness,
Land and Environment.

“To facilitate a rebranding since, if
disaster is the focus, it will naturally
support proper land and environment
management.”

CONTRIBUTED

Ruth Jankee (left), general manager at Jamaica National Building Society (JNBS) Foundation, donates a cheque for $3 million to the Violence Prevention Alliance's
(VPA) chairman of the board of directors, Dr. Elizabeth Ward, and director, Professor Barry Chevannes (right). The handover took place at the Courtleigh Hotel in
New Kingston on Tuesday, September 11. The foundation's donation will be used over three years to assist the VPA in its work to increase the success of violence
prevention programmes in Jamaica.

‘Fixed election date
should factor in
hurricanes, holidays’

‘My view is that we
should visit Part Three of

the Jamaican
Constitution, sections 64
and 65, and amend same
so that the date should be
fixed to factor in matters

such as the hurricane
season.’  – Smith

CONTRIBUTED

Gilbert Scott (left), Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National Security, gives new Minister of National
Security Derrick Smith (right) a tour of the ministry’s New Kingston offices on Friday. Mr. Smith was sworn-in to the
new Jamaica Labour Party Cabinet earlier that day.

       


